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The lights dimmed. The stage was set. The audi-
ence shuffled in their seats, murmuring in muted
but excited voices and yet waiting patiently for the
highlight of the year. Suddenly, a spotlight pierced
the darkness. And so began our school’s 90th Anni-
versary Thanksgiving Variety Show.

Every year, we hold the Thanksgiving Nite at the
Sheung Wan Civic Center, in which students per-
form various types of shows and display a wide
range of talents. This year would be no different,
except the show would be moved to the Youth
Square Theater in Chai wan and based on the
theme of our school’s 90th Anniversary Celebra-
tion “Re-echoing the heritage of St Louis”. Three
of Aloysian’s student editors sat on the edge of
their seats, not only in anticipation of watching the
show, but also in anticipation of taking part in a
performance or two. Nervousness reigned. So, for
those of you who just happened to miss this great
event, enjoy our recap of the night’s events.

variety show

by 3D Yeung Yat Ho Yahoo
4D Chan Zheng Lang
5D Sung Shi Hang Tobias



The Sound

of Music

The show opened with grand,
sweeping performances from
the primary school’s Orchestra
as well as the secondary school’s
Chinese Orchestra.

The primary orchestra, sporting
an impressively large cast of
musicians, treated us to two
wonderful marching songs. The
first was “Finlandia”, which is, as
the name suggests, a song origi-
nating in Finland, and composed
by John Sibellius. It tells of the
anger and rebellious spirit of the
Finnish people during Russia’s
occupation of Finland and abol-
ishment of their independent
government, evident from the
song’s loud and bombastic
nature. Up next was a more
up-beat melody, “Boogie Blues”,

a classic jazz song which nicely
integrates American and Afri-
can-American  music  styles,
adapted wonderfully in orchestra
form.

The Chinese Orchestra per-
formed a traditional song—Cong
Zoeng Ling (E#§4). This song is
widely used in different kinds of
movies and Chinese dramas.
Usually, it is performed alongside
Kung Fu or played as back-
ground music during some fight
scenes since the song tells a
story about wars in ancient
China. Lots of old boys especial-
ly returned to perform in the
show, as well as some teachers
including Mr. Lui Yiu Sun, Ms.
Chan Man Ying and Mr. Cheung
Ka Ho.




it T . B
A Union

of Voices

Music, of course, is not the
| only way one can express
| oneself. After being treated
to an orchestra of instru-
§ ments, it was time to enjoy
the performance of a band of
BN voices, especially the voices
of the S1 Choral Speaking
team, with their interpretation
of the poem, “The Day that
the Telly Broke Down”. While
it may not be the most modern poem, seeing how most children prefer
smartphones and tablets to television these days, it is still a funny tale, high-
lighting the innocence and naivety of children, and ending in an absolutely
absurd twist. Their stimulating movements and harmony of voices resulted in
a compelling and engaging performance.

@ Most students will probably After the great ensemble perfor-
E associate  slideshows  with mances that came before, the —
L boring lessons, but the slide- stage emptied as the next per- @
[ show that followed the choral formance saw a duet take to the =g
performance had a lot more stage. Cheng Ho Chung and 5
e meanings behind it. Through Tong Wai Shun, both Form 2 =&
&) various pictures, both old and students, were certainly both g
=] new, of the school and its were no strangers to the stage, m
& students, it illustrated St. Louis’ having previously performed in @@
B 0ts and its changes through the 2017 Harmonica Festival in ™=
i the passage of time, and how it Germany. They performed a =
Yt came to be the school it is piece of Mozart’s, the 1st move- a
= today. A great tribute accompa- ment of Duetta No 1 based on E
& nied by moving music, it high- Sonata in B Flat, K 378, in moder-
= lighted the achievements of St. ato allegro. The relatively small g
E Louis as the years passed, and scale did not detract at all from  mms
perhaps may inspire our current the performance, and the two (1)
2 students to work hard to create harmonizing harmonicas filled a
more in the years to come. the air with sweet chirps and
= cheers.
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The Story

of an Outcast

The st. Louis 90th annual Drama was the climax of the whole show.
The drama was about the life of a boy called John (acted by Timmy, Yu
Ho Chun), loosely adapted from the true story of a man named Brad
Cohen. At the start of his story, John’s parents have got divorced, and
although John acts like he doesn’t care, he is in fact hiding his true feel-
ings. This puts him under lots of pressure which results in him suffering
from a rare disease—Tourette Syndrome. Tourette Syndrome is a neu-
rological disease, and the sufferers can’t control themselves, causing
them to make strange sounds and erratic movements. Because of this,
John is discriminated against by his classmates and teachers. Luckily,
after he has changed schools, he meets a kind-hearted principal (acted
by our school supervisor Fr. Matthew Chan, who donned a beautiful wig
for his role). He reminds John that school is the place for the education
of the students, regardless of who they are. In a school concert, the
principal invites him to share his story on the stage about his sickness,
and to tell the other students and teachers how they could help him.
The night is a turning point in his life and he aspires to become a teach-
er. In a blink of an eye, John (acted by Mr. So Ho Yin) grows up. Despite
his health issues, he can finally become a teacher. The very last scene
highlights an important lesson; “Everyone has different a talent and as
long as a person can . If everyone can find his talents as soon as he can,
it will be the best thing in the world.”

E4
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The Sound

of Music Il

The Chamber Orchestra’s performance followed the intermission. This
year, the Chamber Orchestra experienced drastic changes. Last academ-
ic year, it had less than 20 members, but this year, it grew twice to this
number. With more members, it meant the need for more fine-tuning as
the levels varied, but with this there was also a greater range of talentand
potential to exploit. Teacher advisor, Miss Ng, insists on making sure all
interested students are made a welcome in the Chamber Orchestra, and
even sacrifices her free time to practise with every member, and as they
say, hard work and dedication
pays off. By the time of the big
day, all members could put their
heart, soul and musical talent
into the performance making
sure it was a success. a
On that night, the Chamber ||
Orchestra played 2 pieces of
music. The first piece was ‘The
3-Minute Nutcracker’, written by
Tchaikovsky in 1891. The Nutcracker tells the story of a young girl’s jour-
ney into the most fantastic parts of her imagination and all of the whimsi-
cal characters that live there. The Nutcracker ballet premiered on
December 18, 1892 in St. Petersburg, Russia. It was not well received. In
fact, it was a failure. Over time, however, the ballet became enormously
popular and is now a staple of Christmas the holiday season.

The second piece was the New World Symphony, which is 42 minutes
long. For the Variety Show, it was shortened to around 3 minutes with the
main theme of all the four movements. with a lively start, it then changes
to a rather “strange” introduction of Largo part. After that, comes the
climax in the Allegro con fuoco part, with a march like style of music.
Nearly all members of the Orchestra said that this was their favourite
part, which they played again and again before and after their perfor-
mance backstage.

E5



The primary and junior choir followed the Chamber Orchestra. The brochure informed
the audience that “Starlight, Starbright by Pete Seeger” is a song featuring lessons of
love, peace and beauty for us all. It incorporates Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star with a lyrical
cello accompaniment. Elijah and Joshua by Sally K. Albrecht is a vibrant combination of
three spirituals: Elijah Rock, Rock-a My Soul and Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho. The
rhythms are mesmerizing and the melodies are cleverly entwined over the flashy piano
accompaniment. Though the two songs are in a completely different style, both the
songs were performed perfectly and so memorable that we editors could still hum the
melody few days later.

The primary choir gave a great performance of various songs, most notably the famous
song “Do Re Mi” from the 1965 musical “The Sound of Music”. The young students
encouraged the audience to sing along, and while the audience politely decided not to
join in for fear of disrupting the wonderful performance, people in the crowd did start
clapping along to the catchy music.

E6



A Journey Through Time

with a live band

To wrap up the night’s events, we were once again taken on a journey
through time, except this time, instead of pictures and pre-recorded music,
we were treated to a live band, consisting of our music teacher, Mr. Kelvin
Cheung, our old boys, and current students. Many Cantopop classics from
different times were played, most notably the local band BEYOND’s popular
song, “A Sea as Wide as the Sky”. The audience raised their smartphones
and activated their flashlights and waved along to the bombastic beats of
the drums, the high-pitched strums of the electric guitar, the low drawl of
the bass, and the melody of the piano. A loud applause erupted as the band
finished their moving performance, of classics both old and new. To wrap
things up, as always, was the School Song, but this time with the accompa-
nying performance of the band, another hybrid of old and new with surpris-
ing results, and so ended the SL90 Thanksgiving Variety Show.




In between events, while backstage work-
ers busily set the stage for the following
performances, the emcees took to the
stage to exchange comedic banter
among themselves, as well as with teach-
ers. Many teachers, most of whom were
old boys themselves like Mr. Ng Wai Ming,
Mr. Ho Wai Leung and Mr. Chan Chun Ket,
shared their experiences in St. Louis in the
past and the present. Most notably, Mr.
Fung Ka Yu gave an account of his time as
being the head editor of the Aloysian’s
magazine, talking of all the laborious
hours he had to spend reviewing all of the
articles. Definitely a far cry from today,
where we student editors can sit back and
let teachers do the checking.

ES

Behind the Curtain

Of course, this article cannot be complete
without acknowledging all the effort put in
by everyone involved in this performance,
be it the emcees, the backstage workers,
the performers and teachers responsible
for organizing the event. The emcees and
performers all spent many long rehearsals
outside of school hours to make sure that
they could present their parts smoothly
and without mistakes. Backstage workers
also had to take much care to remember all
of the placements of stage items, and labo-
riously make sure everything was in place
to ensure a smooth running of the show.
And of course, organizing such a large
event and making sure all duties and
responsibilities were decently completed
was no small task for the teachers respon-
sible. This big event had many hard-working
people behind it, and to these people who
were busying themselves behind the cur-
tains, we salute their contributions to the
show’s success.
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