Editor-in-Chief’s Words — Lo King Yeung Kelvin

Aloysians has been a publication owned by St. Louis students with a long history. It builds connections between
various organizations and provides a platform for relaying information and reporting school news. Through these
years, the paper fulfills its important role to serve our students, teachers, parents and the old boys. Our preceded
editors recognized these and did their very best to deliver an informative and eye-catching final product of Aloysians.
With a mind to serve others | dare not slacken at all. | value the experience of being the Editor-in-Chief and will try
hard to make this issue of Aloysians as appealing and pleasant to you readers as before. Happy Reading!

By Aloysians Editorial Board, St. Louis School in February, 2013
Address: 179 Third Street, West Point, Hong Kong Telephone Number: 2546 0117







Having a chance to interview our successful
old boy Dr. M. K. Leung, who is the Associate Profes-
sor of School of Accounting and Finance in the
Polytechnic University, | myself was greatly
impressed by his humour and his knowledge base.
Dr. Leung was graduated from St. Louis School in
1978. Even though it had been a long time ago, he
still developed a sense of belonging to the school
and thus accepted the invitation as a guest speaker,
giving a talk to our fellow schoolmates.

He had chosen the topic “Business Education
in Hong Kong" He admitted that this is a rather
general concept and difficult to understand. ‘Edu-
cation’nowadays is a vague concept, what is meant
by education? He added that university life is total-
ly different from our secondary life.

Dr. Leung gave me a nice welcoming greeting
when | first met him. To me, this was a rare chance
for me to have an interview after the forum,
conducted at the Wang Gangwu Theatre, Graduate
House, the University of Hong Kong. He was a really
nice man who talked a lot about his upbringing in
secondary school and teaching at university:

Having known more about him, | knew that he
had got many degrees throughout his life. He has
got his first Economics degree and his doctoral
degree in Manchester University while the Master
Degree was obtained at HKU. He is now an associ-
ate professor in the Polytechnic University, working
for three faculties. He mainly has to take care of
student affairs and some management tasks such
as students’ promotion to the higher form.

When asked about his old times in St. Louis
School, | was much impressed by his experience
when he was F. 2. His home was burnt in a fire acci-
dent and he had to face the crisis of not being able
to attend school. Fortunately, with the aid of the
school, both teachers and many schoolmates
raised funds for him, which helped his family over-

come the difficult time. From his words, | could feel
that he was thankful to the school’s prompt
support. He would like to make a comeback to the
school and the students nowadays.

Knowing that he is an expert in economics, |
was curious about how he familiarized himself with
this subject. As we all know, there was only science
subject in St. Louis School in the past, how he took
advantage of the science subjects to benefit in the
business subjects was what we would like to know.
In his opinion, the influences by the science
subjects were two-folded. Business involved many
calculations and statistics and therefore learning
Science subjects had helped him a lot in his study
as it helped him build a more logical mind. Also, he
has developed critical thinking which then assisted
him to distinguish what was right and wrong in the
market transactions, yet the essay required more
words than secondary schools to a large extent and
as a result, he had to make extra effort to catch up
with it.

Back into the big business world, we always
hear that“It is imperative to be cunning in business
dealings” ((E/G 2 IT), | personally agree to it but Dr.
Leung had a more positive opinion on that. He
thought that we got this point of view just because
businessmen have to haggle over every ounce on
their business. They have to carefully control the
cost, otherwise, your counterpart may sell cheaper,
which in turn gains the most customers. In his opin-
ion, businessmen are known for their wickedness
just because they have to gain as much profits as
they can and as a result, they have to fight for a
lowest cost. | would rather say that they will do so
because they would like to prevent other business-
men from following suit.

When asked how to be admitted into the
university, he reminded us that English and Maths
are the most important subjects. English is the
world-wide spoken language and business
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involves many calculations. Besides, if students
have studied in the Maths Module 1 or 2, it will also
be beneficial. On the interview part, he thought
that applicants should get more information about
the program before attending the interviews and
applicants should be aware more of the daily news
on business since these will show that you have an

interest and incentive to study business programs.

Many of us are still thinking what to do in the
future and here are his views on the quality
students should possess in order to become a busi-
nessman. First and foremost, students should
develop a liking towards business. We should be
sociable with others and not afraid of meeting new
people. And most importantly, we have to be a
good listener as this helps develop a sense or judg-
ment in the market transactions.

Behind the success of an Associate Professor,
there must be many crucial factors, like hard work,
the allocation of time and a positive attitude. Dr.
Leung always stressed that only when we listened,
we read and we thought could we become success-
ful. Therefore, | firmly believed that his success was
not by chance but hard work in listening to others,
reading books and criticizing other’s thoughts. We
had to know that the road to success was not diffi-
cult to achieve, with our hard work, everyone could
make it. To the end of the forum, this friendly
professional brother shared with us that we could
not simply count our success as returns. It was the
process of achieving our ambition that gave our

lives meanings. When we were able to fulfill our
dream, this was already a success.

Lastly, Dr. Leung would like to deliver some
messages to us through this medium. He hoped
that more joint-school functions should be orga-
nized as this would broaden our horizon. Besides,
listen more. This would favour building our value
judgment. Finally, read more as this could make us
more knowledgeable. If we succeed in doing so, we
are already a great man. Never give up and work
hard!

It was very lucky that we Form 5 students had
the chance to attend to this meaningful and inter-
esting talk presented by Dr. Leung. All of us did
learn a lot about business education and most
importantly, how to become successful. We do gain
a lot of inspirations which help pave a good path-
way for our fruitful future.

A Being inguisitive is the first step
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Beyond Science
and Experiments!

Ng Wing Yip Brenton
Wong Tsz Ho Sam

Yale University Sung Laboratory Internship Award was established in
2012 in subsequent to the Liberal Studies Forum lectured by Prof. Patrick
Sung, the Head of Department of Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry
(MB&B) of Yale University. The award aims at giving an opportunity to out-
standing Form 6 students to experience work at a world class laboratory.
From 12th June to 5th July 2012, both of us stayed and interned at New Haven.
Thanks to the sponsorship from class 1986, the internship was successfully

held.
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Systematic
Laboratory Work

During
three-week internship, we
had chances to try various
experiments that most under-
graduate students did. They were
fundamental, yet challenging.

First, we implanted DNA into a bacterial

cell, a process to examine the behaviours of
bacteria. With a protocol, we carried out the exper-
iment smoothly, though, under the guidance from
Lucy, our guide. We then purified the DNA of the
cell in order to determine its concentration. In this
experiment, we added a multitude of solutions to
extract the DNA. Afterwards, we diluted it by 50
times and checked its concentration in a spectrom-
eter, which gave us a chance to apply our learning
from Analytical Chemistry. We also assisted the
researchers in harvesting E.coli by using a huge
centrifuge, it took us great patience to accomplish
the task because opposite bottles in the centrifuge
must be weighed almost exactly the same! Other-
wise, spillage would occur and the centrifuge
would subsequently be winded down. We could
feel the pressure scientists face every day, one
minor fault can bring disastrous consequences to
the equipment or even the laboratory.

Apart

from

these, we

also attempt-

ed a lot of basic
experimental tech-
niques, such as cutting

a Vv vector and inserting a
DNA into it, mixing gel of different
concentra- tions for electrophoresis, and
preparing 100bottles of glycerol solution of

equivalent volume. It was really a challenge for us
to use the pipette consecutively for 50 times!

As our final project, we did a popular experi-
ment among biochemists, the Western Blot. It was
useful in determining the species and concentra-
tion of protein in cells. We used protein samples
provided and ran them into the wells of the gel
prepared. Then we started applying electricity to
the gel, we felt like doing electrolysis and we were
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excited, as it was something really familiar to us.
Then we placed the gel with patterns similar as a
chromatogram on a membrane in order to transfer
the spectrum for further analysis. The membrane
was then washed with antibodies for almost two
hours, it was kind of frustrating as none of us could
see a subtle change on the membrane. Finally, the
membrane was developed in a dark room as a film.
They said we had done a great job, with us being

ignorant and childlike when came to result inter-

pretations.

Scientific experiments are actually much

challenging than what we have

expected. When we were studying

at St. Louis, we did have oppor-

tunities to do experiments

like titrations in Chemistry

class. In those experiments, we

felt that it was quite easy to deal

with them because steps were

simple and not many techniques were

involved. However, such perception was

substantially altered after our internship in

this laboratory. All of the experiments carried

out demanded us to be observant even in the

slightest details. As well as the patience needed, we

didn't have adequate laboratory techniques to

skillfully complete the experiments. We were

indeed just fish in a small pond, the ocean beyond

contains lots more uncertainties for us to explore,

and we shall never be bounded and limited. There
is always something outside for you to conquer!

Getting Out of the Lab!

Even though lab work has made up the largest
part of our internship, there are actually other
experiences worth-mentioning here.

You may have a thought in your mind that
scientists work 24/7 in order to get the ground-
breaking results for the honourable Nobel Prize.
However, having met Prof. Sung, we think this is not
justified. On 1st July, Patrick organized a party at his
home. Everyone in the laboratory, together with
their families, was invited to join. Our visit to his
home gave a change of our perception.

As we pushed the door open, what met our
eyes was a living room with the trendiest set of Hi-fi
system, a huge LCD television and everything you
want for a dream house. Totally engrossed, we
dropped our jaws for having known a scientist
could enjoy much of his life. We stipulated that it
was an ideal place for retirement, with lots of
leisurely hi-tech gadgets, a magnificent greenery
view of the hill and kids playing around, making
some noises for the house. This was indeed unex-
pected to us because we thought that such a
renowned scientist must be housed with books
and journals. Yet, Prof. Sung illustrated how differ-
ent and exceptional he was.

Out in the balcony, Patrick’s wife stoked the
manual stove while we were having a chat with

other researchers. Shortly after that, the aroma of

Party at Prof. Sung’s home, with him and his wife ¥
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seafood drew our attention from the conversation.
His Spanish wife was cooking paella for us. It was
not simply a stage of her cooking talent, but also
her sense of humour. While stewing the lobsters,
shrimps and mussels with the Spanish tomato
paste, she would not forget to pepper the dish with
a few jokes to crack and lots of laughter. All of us
enjoyed a lot from the delicious food and nice talk
with each other. Before we left, Patrick and his son
shot off fireworks to mark the end of the party. The
glorious sparks would cast in our mind forever.

Back in our own place, our enjoyment was no
less than Patrick’s. During the three weeks, we
rented two rooms in a house. The house was divid-
ed into four rooms for rental purposes, with some
common areas like kitchen, living room, etc. We
owned the house as there weren’t any people living
in the other two rooms. In order to save money, we
went to supermarkets nearby to purchase all the
groceries needed for cooking instead of going out
for dinner every day. We were two part-time
“househusbands”. We had to do all the cooking
ourselves for the first time in our lives, we baked,
fried and microwaved homemade desserts. We
agreed that life in kitchen and that in the laboratory

A New York City

Due to our close proximity to New York City,
how could we not spare a weekend and visit this
famous cosmopolis? From 23rd to 24th June, we
visited NYC. Leaving from the Grand Central Termi-
nal, we went to Wall Street for a touch of the Bowl-
ing Green Bull. The bull does not only symbolize
the dominance of Wall Street in global finance, but
also implies a wish on a rising stock market. We
then continued our trip after visiting the financial
district. Strolling along the Broadway, we walked
past plenty of shops as well as theatres and finally
reached Times Square, the heart of New York. The
luring and glaring shop windows and signboards
captivated us. Standing in the square, we could feel

was alike because we were trying and experiment-
ing with our new recipes as a chef. We got more
skillful in the use of flavouring and spices after a
few days of failure. For the subsequent two weeks,
we had little banquets every night, cooking our
own risotto and steak.

The next thing we found so precious was the
‘convenience’ culture in Hong Kong. Even though
there was a Laundromat nearby, we had to wait for
the untimely scheduled bus to get there. After all,
living in the States without a car was really a night-
mare because shops as common as supermarkets
require a one-hour walk from our apartment. How-
ever, having no car wasn't the greatest predica-
ment. The real challenge was the absence of
air-conditioners! Temperature there was even
higher than Hong Kong. At night, we slept as if we
were baby pigs in the oven because our bedrooms
were poorly ventilated and we only had a hand
span-sized fan. This really gave us some good
contemplation as we have been rampantly using
air-conditioners at our cozy home, without ever
imagining how summer life could be in the
absence of it. We really ought to treasure the life we
are having right now!

the vibrancy and dynamics of New York. Hong
Kong has long been regarded as a Shoppers’ Para-
dise, yet New York was more than that.

The next day we went jogging in the Central
Park. The unbounded lush green meadow in the
park was a huge contrast to the concrete jungle we
had in mind. In New York, we could retreat from the
crowd and refresh ourselves by taking a deep
breath in the park, what about in Hong Kong?
Perhaps such a large piece of land in the middle of
the city is destined to be a construction site for real
estates or business offices. Hong Kong is still a long
way before it becomes a genuine cosmopolis!
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In light of our experiences, we highly
recommend this internship to those who
are interested in studying medicine or bio-
chemistry. Even if you are not, you should
still fight for it, as it’s a very unique chance
that many postgraduate students are
dreaming of. You will surely get more than
your anticipation!






“Pursue Your Own
Goals, Boys!”

Ho Kin Lun (5D)
Mak Ho Lun Rolland (5D)

Mr. Chan Chun Ket is a St. Louis old boy gradu-
ated in 2003, he then pursued his studies in Animal
and Plant Biotechnology in the University of Hong
Kong. He is now teaching Biology and Liberal Stud-
ies in our school this year.

Not having an intention to be a teacher at the
onset, Mr. Chan engaged in drug education instead
of teaching in schools. His responsibility was to
disseminate talks about the detrimental effects of
abusing different drugs at various schools. Soon he
realized that the time interacting with students was
not sufficient as he hoped to share his own experi-
ences and have more communication with
students. Then, he decided to be a teacher.

As an old boy of St. Louis, Mr. Chan thought
that he could perform better in St. Louis, “I know
students’ thoughts and the culture of this school
very well. As a result | can harness this advantage to
make my lessons more appealing and interesting
and build a closer relationship with students.” Mr.
Chan explained.

When talking about the changes of the school,
he commented that students nowadays were more
active and energetic in lessons as they were more
willing to ask questions. Mr. Chan also appreciated
the enthusiasm of our students in organizing
various activities and their creativity. “The sense of
belonging to their houses has also been boosted as
| observed” Mr. Chan added. However, Mr. Chan
thought that students should manage their time
well on studying and having activities.

Mr. Chan is enthusiastic in sports. When he
was in junior forms, he spent a lot of time on play-
ing basketball every day. Later, being inspired by
Mr. Lawrence Ho, he was mesmerized by a sport
called “stream trekking” — a way to explore some
rugged and hilly paths. Although Mr. Chan looks
cultured and gentle, he used to be a naughty boy
too. He also shared an interesting experience with

us. “When | was a Form 1 student, | brought a
“Doraemon” comic book to school. | put my school
bag aside with the zipper opened and went to play
basketball. A Form 6 prefect passed by and spotted
my comic book. He threw that book into the
garbage bin | felt blue and wanted to weep but he
was a senior and my role model and | should listen
to him. Since then, | had never done anything that
violated the school regulations.”

When talking about the ways to release
student’s pressure, “Go hiking with me!” Mr. Chan
said at once. Sport is good to our mental and physi-
cal health as a “happy” hormone will be produced
while we exercise. As St. Louis is a boy school, it is
inevitable for students to have a desire to make
friends with females. “I totally understand that
weird feeling of facing a lot of boys every day. It is
easy to feel abased if we do not have any female
friends. Making friends with females is fine, but
students should not have any love affairs during
the secondary school period. Bear in mind that
none of the universities in Hong Kong admit boys
only, you will have better choices at universities
and hopefully can find your love easily.” Mr. Chan
explained.

Finally, Mr. Chan hopes that our fellow school-
mates can have their own ambitions and goals and
live an iridescent life!

Teacher of
Legendary
Mathematics

Chan Tak Hon Issac (5D)
Tse Kam Tim Tim (5E)

Mr. Lam Ho Yeung came to St. Louis School
after finishing a degree in Mathematics at the
university and a diploma of Education. He teaches
Mathematics and he thought that some students
found working on mathematics questions tedious
as they worked for marks only and they might
know a few theories in secondary school. He soon
discovered the meaning of learning mathematics
when he was studying in year two at the university:



marks are seen as one of the measures to know
one’s ability on Mathematics and if student’s
concepts were clear enough, they could then use
language to express them.

Everyone should develop their own way to
study. There is not a way suitable for all. For Mr.
Lam, he could not stay focus for long but his
efficiency was enhanced if he attended to it. When
he was a student, he revised the mathematics he
learnt that day after school.

Mr. Lam loves playing football and he is a
member of a football team. Since he became a
teacher, he could play football in his spare time. He
was keen on table tennis and football in primary
school. However, he only played football after he
studied in secondary school. He is a sport addict
and he will easily get tired if he does not do sports
for a few days. He dislikes running for the fact that
there is no purpose except running on its own.
However, he has a gantry to shoot when he is play-
ing soccer. He suggested every student should
develop at least two sports of his own interest.

He was rather naughty for his secondary
school life. He had once written ‘Happy Fool’s Day’
in a book and asked a teacher to come. He then said
nothing except greeting his teacher with those
words. And the consequence was... he got a
detention.

He thought of being a teacher when he was
secondary three. Nevertheless, he did not even get
a passing mark in mathematics when he was study-
ing in secondary one and secondary two. Until
secondary three, he met an enthusiastic teacher
who helped him. He could feel his teacher’s passion
on teaching so he learnt mathematics seriously and
got a better grade. The second reason for him to
teach in St. Louis is that St. Louis is a boy school. He
was studying in a boy secondary school and he
thinks boys are playful. The last reason why he
wanted to be a teacher is that education can influ-
ence a lot. It is necessary to start with education if
you want to change someone’s thoughts.

After he had been teaching in St. Louis for a
few months, he recognized the difference between
playing, testing teacher’s acceptable zone and
provocation. He will play with the students who are
playing and take it seriously if students are provok-
ing him. In addition, he would never let the student

know his unacceptable zone.

For Mr. Lam, teaching dutifully is the basic
criteria of being a good teacher. A teacher has to
understand that students possess different charac-
ters. Having a good relation with students and
showing his concern to students are also some
qualities of being a good teacher. There is a quality
that is vitally important, that is, for a good teacher.
He can influence students to reflect his own value
of life and the students are thinking intellects
indeed.

“You Can Really
Benefit from
Reading!”

Ho Kin Lun (5D)
Mak Ho Lun Rolland (5D)

Miss Mok Mee Luen, a new female teacher this
year, graduated from the Chinese University of
Hong Kong. She is now teaching English and Liber-
al Studies in our school.

Miss Mok likes reading books and playing the
piano at leisure, she owns a corgi which is six years
old now. She also humourously mentioned that her
last time playing sports had to be traced back to
her secondary school life.

When asked about the reasons being a teach-
er, she replied that she was eager to impart her
knowledge to others. Because of the relatively high
learning ability of secondary school students, Miss
Mok chose to be a secondary school teacher. Real-
izing that some students may encounter difficulties
when learning English, she hoped to introduce
some well-known and interesting literature to
students which was essential and efficient to learn-
ing English. Apart from appreciating the language
itself, we could also acquire a wide range of knowl-
edge of different subjects from reading.

As a new teacher in St. Louis, Miss Mok was
impressed by the size of the school campus which
she described as “extremely immense”. As a result



she has had embarrassed experiences of going to a
wrong classroom. Since this was her first time to
teach in a boy school, Miss Mok thought that
students were very energetic, lively and responsive.
Believing that interaction was crucial in teaching,
she encouraged constructive responses from
students in the classrooms. When talking about
nicknames of teachers made by students, “Have |
already got one?” she asked doubtfully. “If | have
one, l will just laugh it off. Indeed it may be a kind of
friendly act, not all of them are malicious.” She
replied optimistically.

When talking about love affairs between
teachers and students, she thought that teachers
should not allow this to happen. The responsibility
of teachers is to teach and impart knowledge to
students. Teachers and students should not have
an intimate relationship but it is fine to be friends
with students.

Finally, many students may be aware of the
unique clothing style of Miss Mok. “l do admit that
this style looks rather solemn but it can help me
treat my job more seriously. Being inspired by the
enthusiasm of my secondary school teachers, |
want to be a conscientious teacher. | want my
students to treat their study seriously as well”” She
answered eagerly.

Working for an
Interest

Chan Tak Hon Issac (5D)
Tse Kam Tim Tim (5E)

This year, Mr. Poon Kai Chun teaches junior
form drama and geography in our school. As a
result, senior students may be unfamiliar with him.
For junior students, although they get along with
him every school day, they may not get acquainted
thoroughly with him. Here is an introduction of
Poon Sir after an exclusive interview was conduct-
ed with an Aloysians’ student reporter.

Poon Sir is an outgoing and talkative person.
On campus, he was the person-in-charge of numer-
ous school functions. In his leisure time, he plays
football and watches movie with his friends in

cinema, of which some are his collegial friends. In
the meantime, his personality is one of the reasons
for him to be a teacher. As teaching involves many
interactions with students, Poon Sir finds it suitable
for him. In addition, since he does not like doing
works that require you to sit for the whole day
doing routines, he becomes a teacher as this job is
full of freshness by meeting different students with
different characters. Because of these, he is inter-
ested to be a teacher.

Poon Sir’s attitude toward work affects his way
to choose jobs. “Every job is toilsome, so why don't
you choose a job you are interested in?” In the writ-
er’s stance, his words are so real and true that this is
the veritable meaning of jobs.

When it came to his impression upon St Louis
school and our students, Poon Sir gave an extraor-
dinary reply. His first arrival to St Louis was
stemmed from taking the Hong Kong Certificate of
Education Examination (HKCEE). To one’s surprise,
his first impression of our school is our “trapezium
football playground”. He wondered, “Why is it a
trapezium but not a rectangle?” For our junior
students, he thinks that comparing with students
in the past, they are now much more creative. Not
only do they try to judge the whole from a small
part, but they also address many questions to
query the facts. In the past, students simply
listened to and followed what teacher said but they
nowadays apply creativity through making enqui-
ries to the happenings around them. Poon Sir’s
ultimate goal is to teach in a university. However,
having a master degree is a fundamental factor.
Therefore, after graduating from the Hong Kong
Baptist University and the Hong Kong Institute of
Education, Poon Sir faced a dilemma of working as
a secondary school teacher or striving for a master
degree. After some thoughts, he chose the former.
Why? Because of the precious experience he
gained from his teaching. Poon Sir indicated that
having taught for 2 years at secondary schools, he
can hone up his knowledge and skills. No matter is
the management of school or the communication
with students, teaching in secondary schools
precisely paves his way to be a professor. In long
term, he will continue pursuing his study and
achieving his final goals. Here, the writer wishes
him every success in his pursuit for a brighter
future.
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